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it does wish to deliberate upon the peasants' problem. In
the event that the Duma should decide upon some irrational
measure, the Council of Ministers is organized for the very
purpose of forestalling the popular assembly's blunders and
aberrations, I concluded. The debate ended there, but, as
will be seen later, this controversy was one of the things
that induced me to tender my resignation. Using this dis-
pute as a stepping stone, Goremykin, with the assistance of
Trepov, was enabled to take my place as Premier; and then
he was constrained to disperse the First Duma when the
peasants' question came up in that body, since having, so to
speak, announced his platform at this conference, no other
course was open to him.
When the discussion of the draft presented by the Council
of Ministers was terminated, His Majesty stated that he
accepted the projected code with the few minor changes,
mainly editorial corrections, which were decided upon dur-
ing the conference. The plan was signed in its final form,
and I considered the matter closed.
By the time the fundamental laws were definitely ap-
proved April was well begun, and, having concluded the
transaction of the loan shortly afterward, I wrote to the
Emperor on the i4th, asking His Majesty to relieve me
from my duties as President of the Council of Ministers.
The following day the Emperor acceded to my request, and
my withdrawal was officially announced on the 22nd.
Although it had previously been decided that my place
would be taken by Goremykin, who had already formed a
new ministry, the new code of basic laws was as yet unpub-
lished. I had received intimations before this that the
statutes would not be promulgated at all, but it was only
upon leaving the Winter Palace for my home that I called
General Trepov aside and spoke to him in the following
strain: "It is clear to everybody that, being Premier no
longer but simply a member of the Imperial Council, I am